YOUNG ADULT
TRANSITION PROGRAM
UPCOMING
EVENTS


Aloft Transitions
F E B R U A R Y

February 1:

2 0 1 5

Super Bowl Party


February 5:
Rock Climbing



February 8:

Elk Sleigh Ride

McCall Winter
Carnival


February 14:
Valentine’s Day



February 17:
Movie Night



February 19:
Chinese New
Year



February 24:
Greenbelt
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One wintery Sunday, students
rode in horse-drawn sleigh wagons at the Points Ranch in Donnelly, Idaho. Their destination?
A mountain meadow where a
herd of 70 to 200 Rocky Mountain Elk that have been coming to
the ranch for over thirty years.
Visitors were able to observe the
wild elk up close as they fed on
hay from the sleighs.
Their guide, Lyle, is the third
generation of his family to offer
the sleigh rides and elk feedings.
Lyle provided a wealth of information on the elk and his family’s
history. Some interesting tidbits
include:
-The bull can weigh up to 700
pounds while the cow can be up
to 500 pounds. A newborn calf
is typically 35 pounds.

Kyle Knief listens to tour
guide Lyle.
-Rock Mountain Elk have the
largest antlers of all subspecies of
elk. Elk retain their antlers
throughout the winter and shed
them in the springtime.
-Elk grow two coats of fur in the
winter.

It takes an hour by sleigh along
the Gold Fork River to reach the
mountain meadow where the elk
gather. Students snapped photographs along the way and took in
the scenery. The two hour
sleigh ride and the ride to Donnelly and back to Aloft made for
a long day, but one immensely
enjoyed by the students.
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Warhawk Air Museum
Students visited the Warhawk
Air Museum, located in
Nampa, Idaho. The museum
has an incredible compilation
of American history memorabilia and personal memories of
World War I to the Cold
War. They focus on wartime
experiences abroad and at
home, giving visitors the full
picture of life as an American
was like in times of conflict and
change.

Of particular interest to students were aviation advancements from WWI to the jet
era of the 1950’s and 1960’s.
The museum has numerous
airplanes on display, including
the Curtiss P-40E Kittyhawk,
aka “Sneak Attack” (left). In
addition to airplanes, the museum displays jeeps, weapons
from numerous wars, uniforms, propaganda posters,
and toys from the era.

Elk Sleigh Ride: Photos
Photos courtesty of
Adrian Klimetz.
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Elk feast on hay from the sleighs.
Mentor Reed Wasem and Kyle Knief en route to the herd of elk.
Side profile of an elk.
One of many wild Rocky Mountain Elk that came for the hay.
Close up of an elk’s eye.
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The Springs
The students have asked, and we
have heard: more trips to hot
springs! And so we embarked on
another day trip to a hot springs
facility. This time, we visited The
Springs in Idaho City.

(Courtesy The Springs)

After an hour of scenic driving, our
students arrived at a place nestled
deep in the Boise National Forest.
Discovered by early settlers, The
Springs was once known as Warm
Springs Resort. The venue itself
dates back to the late 1800’s, and it
holds a storied history. According
to The Springs, ”it has served as a

post office, police station, saloon
and overnight stage stop for weary
travelers.” After several owners,
years of recuperation from severe
overuse, and $2.7 million in upgrades and new construction, The
Springs opened for business in February 2013.
Our students enjoyed soaking in
the natural hot mineral waters, as
well as the short, scenic road trip.
We will continue to plan more
trips to Idaho’s mountains, forests,
and the numerous hot springs that
flow throughout the state.

Tubing
Only twenty minutes away from Aloft is Eagle
Sports Complex, an urban terrain park that
provides recreation opportunities for all four
seasons. In the winter, Eagle Sport Complex
make their own snow for participants to tube,
ski or snowboard. Our students went tubing,
and as you can see from the photos, they had a
blast. Stay tuned for summertime photos of
rides through the complex’s 270 acres bike
park!

Above: Alex Giorgianni,
Adrian Klimetz, and Kyle
Knief prepare for their
tubing adventure.
Far Left: Alex takes off
from the top of the hill.
Middle: Alex halfway
down the hill.
Right: Kyle tackles the
hill.
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Schedule of Events

FEBRUARY 2015

 February 1: Super Bowl Party

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

 February 5: Rock Climbing
 February 8: McCall Winter
Carnival

 February 14: VALENTINE’S
8

9

10

11

12

13

14

DAY

 February 17: Movie Night
15

16

17

18

19

20

21

 February 19: CHINESE NEW
YEAR

 February 24: Greenbelt
22

23

24

25

26

27

28

Back to Work
The holidays are over, and it’s
time to get back to work.
Several of our students have
returned to school: Alex Giorgianni is finishing up his high
school diploma, while Kyle
Knief continues to pursue his
post-secondary certificate in
horticulture.

Connor Fields work
alongside mentor Collin
Montgomery at the shop.

ALOFT

Work and volunteer opportunities continue to be a focus at
Aloft Transitions. Alex is
working at Maverik part time,
while our other students have
been volunteering. Adrian
Klimetz and Kyle have been
working with Mountain Tyme
Construction on various projects around the Treasure
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Valley. They focus on finish
work, particularly with cabinets.
Adrian and Connor
Fields have been
working on the shop
project with executive director Jason
Wood and mentor
Collin Montgomery.
They are finishing up
the trim work on the
siding. The garage
door will be put in
the first week of February. After the garage door and siding
are completed, they
will put in electrical.

Alex Giorgianni in his work attire.

